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By that eminent Servant of Chriſt, | 


Ke : THE 
Great Salvation 


Firſt, by Chriſt himſelf. and then by 

his Holy Apoſtles, with the ine- 

wy "_ Deſtruction of all that neg- 
it, 


— 


In two Sermons, Reprinted. 


—_ — 
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Mr. Andrew Gray, formerly Miniſter 


of the Goſpel in Glaſgow. 
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Ifaiah 52, 7. How beautiful upon the monn- | 


tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth. 
good tidings of good; that publiſheth Salug- 
t10ns 
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Lindon, Printed for #. Barnard in the Poul- 
trey. 1694 *© | 
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Chriſtian Reader, | 

Pd were thoſe days, when Chriſtians» 
whether frown'd or ſml'd upon by th® 
World, lived by Faith, and walked in Ho” 
lineſs and Lowe , and Miniſters ſought 
the things of their Lord and\ Maſter, Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ot their own : IPhen Goſpel- 
Truth was plainly declared by the Preach- 
ers, and Revwerendly recewved, and not 
wantonly debated by Hearers ; When Gof- 
| el Ordinances were prifſed and uſed for 
the Enjoyment of God in them ; Whesx 
Feſus Chriſt was all in all in Mens Re- 
lizion « And when the Holy Gho$t went 
| A 2 forth 


To the Reader, 
forth ſenſub'y in Calling, Furniſhing, and 
Countenncins Miniſters in their Work. 
A ercat meaſure of this Bleſſedneſs did 
the Weſtera Parts of Scotland Enjoy, 
eſpeciatly ;rom t3e Year 1651 to 1650. 
Amongſt the many bright and ſhining 
Stars i Chtiſts Right Hand, which be 
ſet upon bis Candleſticks, 2n that part 
of Brittain, two Touths deſerve ever= 
laſting Remembrance in the Church 
Mr. Hugh Binning , fand Mr. An- 
drew Gray. The former Lived but to 


the twenty fixth year of his Age , of 


whoſe Labours, though ſeveral excellent 
things are Pubkſbed , his Diſcourſes of 
ſome of the Principles of Chriſtian Religi- 
o#, deſerve Special Regard. They have 
been often Printed , and their Depth, 
Gravity and Excellency deſerves a larger 
Commendation than 1 can give them 


Mr. Andrew Gray, his Contemporary, 
dv:d in the twenty fecond year of his Age. 
He was Born of a Noble Family, bred 
up at the Univerſity, where be profited 
fingularly iz Learains, and Poliſhed the 
excellent Parts God bad given him. The 

| Savins 
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To the Reader; 


Saving Grace of God reacht him . about 
the nineteenth year of his Age, and at 
twenty he was called and ſeticd in the 
Miniftry of the Goſpel at Glaſgow (a 
bright Candleſtick in that day) nth Mr, 
James Durham, and Mr, John Car- 
ſtairs, Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ments of fingular Worth, After two 
years painful and ſucceſsful Labours there, 
the Lord called him to his Reſt. His fin- 
gular Gifts for Preaching , his charming 
way of Delivery both in Voice and Aion, 
the prwer be was eadowed with, and the 
great ſucceſs on Meas Hearts, that com = 
monly attended his Labours, were ſo E-= 
minent, that he was folioped by Multi- 
tudes wherever he Preached, more than 
any other Miniſter in that Laid in his 
Day, and became the bleffed Tnffrument of 
the Converting of many to the Fauh of 
Chriſt. 

IW hat is Printed of his Sermons, was 
principally by the Netes taken by ſome of 
his Hearers, ſometimes compared with 
what he Wrote hinſelf , which render 
them but lean Scelctons of the . Diſcourſes 
of a Miniſter under ſag9 ſingular Tnflu- 

ences 


To the Reader. 
ences and Aſſiſtance of the H:ly Ghoſt, 
as be uſually was, in his Work. It is welt 
known what Imperfe&fions attend' ſuch 
poſthumous writings, and what alloypances 
judicious perſons read them with. . How 
theſe two came forth alone , thoy ſhalt 
know. 


A worthy Chriflian is Lancaſhire be- 
ing much taken with Mr. Gray's Sermons, 
he defignd to reprint theſe two, concerns 
ins The Great Salvation, and to give 
fome bundreds of them to his poor Newgh- 
boars, for their Souls good. This Gentle- 
man finding that the firſt, Pubiiſhers of 
them were two Miniſters in Edinburgh, 
one of them being .my honoured Father, 
and I alſo bearings his Name, he did not 
know but that I was one of the perſons 
that firſt fent them to the Preſs ; and 
therefore he defired me to Preface to them. 
T tol4 him his maſtake, and that T being 
werv youns when Mr, Gray dyed, could 
Teſtify no more of my own Knowledg, but 
that I bad ſeen him in my Fathers H'ufe 
and Pulpit, and that 1 do "well remember 
the bigh'CharalfS® be had from ail the god. 
b 
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To the Reader, i 


ly Minifers and Chriſtians that knew bim, 
and that bis Death was lamented bitterly, 

as apublick Calamity, and a Prognoſtic of 
ch vil to come, Although another. might | 
© | be more fit than 7 to Commend them \F 
P | tothe Publick ; and if it bad been put to 
my cheice, I might have pitched on ſeme+ 
thing elſe of this Author, or of another, 
for that Charitable end, driven at, yet 


'- | ſering every one is to be left to their 
| own Liberty in good works of this na- 
Baa ture, I would neither divert bis deſign, nor 


bh. deny his requeſt. 


Theſe two Sermons, now again publiſh- 
of ed, contain uo matters or point of Contro- 
N, werſy ,(except the main things of the Goſ- 
3 | pel, be fo accounted in this Age, wherein þ! 
angry contention is more minded by many, Ti 
ns | than ſolid Believing and Holy walking ) | 
nd They hold forth the greateſt of Truths, - -M 
and beſt of Tidings ( The great Salya- '0 
7 .tion wrought our compleatly by the 
»0n of God our Saviour.) They warn 

gravely of the greatet, commeneſs and 
uſe moſt Damning. of all Sins (the neglefting 
*tzcreot. ) They earneſily call to the moſt 
T | mmpors 


To the Reader: 


- Zamportont of all Goſpel-Duties (the beliey? 


ing acceptance of this Saviour with his 
great Salyation.) May ſome of the ſame 
Power from on High, accompany thy 
Reading of them , that did attend the 
Preaching of them, ts the deſire of 


"Thy Servant in the Goſpel, 


Ro. Trail. 


"I " Ee 
SERMON 
| Concerning the 


GREAT SALV ATION. 


—— wm. 
—_ 


Heb, z, 3- How ſhall we eſcape if we neplet# 
fo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began 
to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto as by them that heard him ? 


His everlaſting Goſpel which is preach- 
ed unto you, is that glorious Scar, 
which muſt lead us to the place where 
blefled Chriſt doth Iye. This Goſpel 
and glad tidings of the great ſalyati- 

oh, is come near unto you: And Chrift is ſtanding 
at the everlaſting doors of your hearts, defiring rthar 
ye would open unto him. There is that ane great 
requeſt, which Heaven this day hath to pteſent utits' 
you, and 125; that ye wouldart laſt embrace this grear 

B ſalyaviod 
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ſalvation freely offered by him. Ir is the thing for 
which ye are czlled ro mourn this day, tizat fince the 
dayes of your fathers, and fince the | beginning of 
your own dayes, ye have ſtopped your ears om the 
ſweer and chaunting voice of this bleſſed Chan mHers 
Ze would never dince,to Chriſt when he piped ; Nether 
would ye weep to kim when he lamented. 

But to come to the words which we have read un- 
to: yau: The &poiile (in the former Chapter ) had 
been diſcourſing moft Divincly of the maichleſs and 
incomparable cxcelencies which are- in our Lord 
Jeſus: And 1n the firit vere of this ſecond Chapter, 
he draweth forth ant Exhortation from his former 
PoRine, which in thort 15 this, That rhey would 
rake heed to the Blefle 1-Dodtrine of the Goſpel, and 
not at any time.to let ir rp out of their minds ; and that 
they would keep this Gofpci as a jewel of great 
price, and would nor (cl it, but that they would be 
induced to buy it. And this Extortation he prefſeth 
by wo Arguments,: 

The firſt Argument is in the ſecond verſe, where 
he faith, Ifthe word ſpoken by Angels was fledfalt, and 
every tr -anſereſſi wn and diſobedience recesved ajuft re- 
compence of reward, &7c. This 15, if the anſgreifion 
of the Law which was dejirvcied bur by the Mt- 
niſiry of Angels,, and every dilobedience to it was fo 
ſeverely puniſhed ; 'Iet that provoke you to take 
heed that ye tranſgreis not the precious Goſpel 
which was ſpoken by the Lord himſclf, 

T he ſecond Argument is in the words which we 
have read unto you, and it is taken from the cercain 
and infallible ſtroak of the juſtice of God, whictt 
ſhall comeupon thoſe who flight this great ſalvation 3 
15 impoſfible (faith he) that here can be a City of 
refuge for thoſe who (light this great {a/vatzon, | 


NOW 


wW 


5 DS 
the great Salvation: 
Now in the words which we have read, there are 
theſe ſix things to be conſidered. | 
T. Firſt, That is an evil incident to the hearers of 
this precious Goſpel and prez! falvarion, to {light and 
undervalue ir. : This is clearly prefaprof-d wn the 
words ; otherwiſe there hay been i: gr: 1nd OF AC- 
ceſs for the Apoſtle ro threaren io rerrivie things 
againſt the {lighters of ir, ; 
[T. The ſecond thing to be conſidered in the 
words, is, that the ſtroak and ruin? of rhoſe who 


yy 


Night rhis grear falvation, 1 cerrain and infallable, 1c 


will ſurely come upon them 3 this 1s clear from thoſe 
words, How ſhall we eſcape ? As if he had ſaid, there 
is no imaginable way for us to efcape, if we neglect 
(this) /s great ſalvation;we may have &City of refuge 
when we are purſued by the Law, or when we are 
purſued other ways by the juſtice of God ; but if 
once we flight his great 1alvation, there remaineth 
no city cf refuge (no door of eſcape left open) unto 


us ; for where will the perſon fice that frghred this 


great ſalvation ! 

ff, There is this third thing whereof we fhall 
ake notice from the word:,:thar the ſtroak of the 
jaſtice of God cometh juſtly upon them who ſlight 
this grear ſalvation 3 and traly jt 1s a moſt equal and 
reaſonable firoak ; which 1s alſo clear from the words, 
How fhail we eſcape f we neglet ſo great ſalvation? 
where he puts it home ro their conſciences, as if he 
had faid, think ye not that it is juſt and righteous 
thar (if ye flight the great ſalvarior.) there ſhould 
not be a door of eſcape lefr open unto you : He puts 


ter rhe _gueition home to their conſcience to an- þ 


ſwcr, yea,or. no. 


IV, The fourth thing ro be confidefed in the 


words, 15 this, that the ilighting chis great ſalyation 
:5 2 fin'that hath. many aggiavations which arrend 
I-23 o and 
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4 A Sermon coneexiing 
and wait upon it. And it harh two great ago ravd- 
tions from the words which'I have read ; the firſt 
great aggravation in that word of the Text, grazt 
ſalvation ; as if he had ſaid, 1f it were nor a great 
ſalvation, you might have ſome cloak or excule for 
your {lighting of 1c 3 bur ſeeing 1t 15 ſuch a great and 
external falvation, there is now no cloak left for 
your fin, The ſecond aggravation 1s from the ccrtain- 
ty of this ſalvation, in theſe words, which at firſt be- 
gan to be ſpoken by the Lord, and confirmed urito us by . 
thoſe that heard him, viz. His Apoftles ; whereby he 
celleth rhem this great ſalvation is no norton nor 
fancy $ but a moſt certain, ſure aud real ſalvation, 
which yec they flight. | 

V. The fifth ching whereof we fhall rake notice 
from the words, is this, That there are no perſous 
(be whom they will, Miniſter or people) who flight 
this great ſalvation, that ſhall have a door of eſcape; 
Hence it is that the Apoftle putteth himſelf among 
the reft, ſaying, How ſhall we eſc ape if we negled ſo 
great ſalvation ? that is, How ſhall I Paul eſcape if I 
neglet {5 great ſalvation, and ſo frufirate the grace 
of Goa! 

VI. Sixthly we would rake notice of this from, 
the words, That not only heart-diſpifing of this great 
{alvarion, but even alſo the very negleCing of it hath 
a certain infallible and unſpeakable ruine attending 
Upon ir, 

Now before we begin to ſpeak to any of theſe 
ſix things, (which we have obferved from theſe 
words) there are theſe rwo things whereanto we 
(hall (peak a lirrle for clearing of the words ; firſt, 
what 3s meant here by great ſalvation: Secondly, 
how tt 1s ſaid that Chriſt was the firſt preacher of zt. 

Firſt, we conceive that by the great ſalvation is 
underftood the Goſpel, as is clear, Epheſ, - 53. 

, wherc 


the great Salvation. 5 


where it is called the Goſpelof our ſalvation ; and Aﬀs 
13. 26, it 15 called the word of this ſalvation ; fo thar 
by che words of this ſalvation 15 underttood the Goſ- 
gel, and thole precious offers which are contained in 
it. And we conceive it may be called a great. ſalya- 
tion, 1n theſe eight reſpetts. 

[. Firſt, it 1s called the great ſalvaticn in reſpe& 
of che price which was laid down for it ; there be- 
Ing no lefs price laid down to purchaſe this great ſal- 
vation, than the blood of the Son of God, From 
whence then doth ſalvation flow unto you? 1t comes 
running to you ina ſtream of the blood of the Son 
of God ; this is clear, Heb. 9. 12. Neither by the 
blood of Goats and Calyes, but by his own blood he en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having obtained etey- 
nal redemption for us. 

IT, Secondly, it is called a great ſalvation in re- 
ſpe& of the many difficulties and oppoſitions 
which lie in the way of bringing it abour, Whzr 
great impediments (ſuppoſe ye) lav in Chraſts way 
before he could accompliſh and bring about this 
grear ſalvation ? Was not the Juſtice of God to be 
farisfied 2 was he nor to dve, and to be made like 
unro one of us? was he not to Jie in the grave? and 
was he nor to bear the rorments of hell before this 
great ſalvation could be accompliſhed and brought 


to pats ? there were ſuch impediments in the way of. 


bringing about this great ſalvation, that if all rhe 
Angels in heaven had been ſet to work, they had 
been all cruſhed uyder it ; had ir been but thar one 
great impediment to {atzsfre the juſirce, and pacific 
the wrath of God, even that was a paſs, through 
which none could go but the eternal Son of God, It 
was ſo guarded, thar none-du;ft to adventure ro en- 
rer ic(much lefs could any win through it) ſaye he 
onely who was mighty ts {awe, | 
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IT, Thirdly, it js called a great, falvation in re- 
ſpc& - chat high eftimation which the Saints haye 
of it. O what an high cſtimation have the Sainrs of 
this Golpel ſalvation? there is no mercy which they 
think 9 Iu ro this ; all other mercics are but 
little. Z2475 in comparit9n of this great mercy and 
Goſpel ſalrarton, 

IV. Fourthly, tt 15 called a great falyarion 1n re- 
i!pe& of thole novlc -ffeRs which this ſalyation br ing- 
eth about an4 gn Some of the oreat ef- 
fects of the Goſpel, David harh cicar- d, Pſu. 19. 7, 
8,9, Is Is not this a great eftect Cott ri215 © Golpel [ai- 
plume, to bring us cur of nature tnio 42 eftaic of 
grace ? And rhar 15an effect of this great {alvaiion, 
is not this a great eftc& ro make us wito were ene- 
mies, become friends? And thar is an effc& of this 
great ſalvarion, Is not this a great <ft-& to make us 
who were moving 1n rhe way tO hell, move in the 
way to heaven? And tar 15 21 efſe& of this great 
faivation. Is nor this a grear e4=& ro make us who 
were far off, to he now _—_ n2ar ? And yer that is 
an efjet of this great (abrarion. and is not this a 
great eftect:io make us who were darkneſs become light 
an the Lord ? Ani that is-tnhe greac ef=& of this Gof- 
pel-ſalvarion, "os k may ' fay, time Would fail mie 
t9 tell of 41l the orear cſt=&s of this grear ſalvation, 
Bur OQ will ye come ad ſ-e, and rhat will beſt re 
ſolve thc queſtio | QtO VOu, what the noble fel 
of this vreat ifalvarion are. 

V. bit; BL ic 18 cail-d a great 

of the great advainigors winch do redound to the 
nerfon wno En) race TS Firit, is not heaven a 
no»!e advanta; "y and tht is the gain which attend - 
eh © of} (oe en TAC Crs of if C7115 gr edt {aly ation. Secondly, 

{5no: Jeſus Crit a notable advaniage ? And yer he 
is the adyamage which atcadetn te embracers of 
this 
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the great Salvation. 


this great ſalvation. 3dly; is not-eternal communion 
with God a noble adyantase ? and that advantage 
atrendeth the embracers of this grear ſalvation. qthly, . 
15 not eternal liberation from the body of death a- 
great ailvanrage ? and that arrendeth the embracers 
of this great ſaivation, Fifthly, is nor etcrnal ſinging 
in the enjoyment of God a great advantage ?. avid 
that arrendeththe embracers of this ſalvarion\ Stxth- 


" ly, 1s not <ternal ſeeing of God as he 1s, a great and 


noble adv2nrage? And yer this (as all the former) 
arrerd=th the embracers of this great ſalvation. 
Yea, would ye be rich £ O then embrace thisgrear 
ſalvacion, Would ye be honourable ? Come and 
embrace this great falyarion. Would ye be erernally 
happy ? O then come and partake of this great 
{ilvation. | 

VI. Sixthly, it is called a great ſalvation in reſpect 
of all other ſalyations that ever were accompliſhed. 
There was never a ſalvation or victory obtained by 
any General or Captain (unto a Land ar people) 
that could have the game or grear falvation in com- 
pariſon of this. 

Vi, Seventhly, it .15 called a great ſalvation in 
reſpec& of rhe aurhority of it z we ave ſpoken of rhe 
orcarneſs (as to the meritorious caulſe_) of it, and 
how great things it doth effcctuate ; and alloinre- 
ſpe& of the authority of 1, ic is a great ſalvation, 
Would you know who 1s the Author of rhis great 
ſalvation ? it 1s Chriſt, Zebr, $. 9. He became the Au- 
. thor of eternal jaluation to all th:m that obey hem. Aud 
muſt not this ſalvation be ſurable to him who 1s the 
Author of it ? this izone cf the moft noble and irra- 
djant. beams of the Majcity of ihe Son of God the 

lediator , that he 1s the Author of this great fab 
Vation, | | 
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VIT. Eightbly, it is called a great ſalvation inre- 
ſpec of the continuance and duration of it. Ic is not 
2 ſalvation which is bur for a day 3 but it is an etef- 
nal ſaivation, Hebr, 9. 12. He obtained eternal Re- 
demption for as. 

Now the ſecond thing whereunto we ſhall ſpeak 
for clearing ofthe words, is this, viz. How it is ſaid 
that Chriſt was the firſt preacher of rhis eternal ſal - 
vation. We do not think that the words are rhus to 
be underſtood, that the Goſpel and this great ſalva- 
tion was never preached before Chrift came in the 
fleſh ; but we think the meaning of the words may 
be one of theſe three: ifnor all of them, | 

I. Firſt, Thar all the preaching of this great al- 
vationunder the Law, did come very far ſhort in the 
point of fulneſs, in compariſon of Chriſts preaching 
of it; therefore 15 Chriſt ſaid ro be the firſt preacher 
of this great ſalvation; as if he had ſaid, I know 
Adam he preached of this great ſalvation ; and 
Emch bg preached of this great ſalvation and the 
ewelve Patriarchs they preached of this great ſalva- 
tion ; and all che Prophers who went before Chriſt, 
and are now in heaven, they preached of this great 
ſalvation ; bur: all their preaching deſerved nor the 


name of preaching in compariſon of Chriſts ; for 


never man ſpake as he ſpake. Thus Chriſt was the 
firft great preacher ofthis grear ſalvation. ; 
II. Secondly, This may be the meaning, of it, 
that Chriſt was the firſt preacher of chis great ſalva- 
tion in reſpe& of his clear. way of preaching of it ; 
for he. was the firſt preacher of it without rypes and 
ſhadows z he was the firſt preacher of 1s clearly 


and fully, with ſo much demonſtration and power of 


the Spirit, | : 5 
Ti. Thirdly, The meaning of this (that Chriit, 


was the firſt preacher of this great ſalvation) my 
: E © | reiate 


the great Salvation, 3: 


relare tO his appearing ro Adam m Paradiſe when he 
became rhe firſt and great preacher of this ſalvarion z 
when- he did ſpeak that word unto him, The ſzed of 


the woman ſhall tread / down the head of the Serpent, 
T he firſt glorious preaching of this great ſalvation 
was when Chriſt preached ro Adam in Paradiſe, 
- And that was the firft .and glorious morning of this 
bleſſed Goſpel. — 
Now we ſhall ſpeak a little to the firſt of theſe tnx 
things which we have obſerved from theſe words ; 
Ute | 
That there are many within the viſible Church 
who are negle&ersand (lighrers of 4his great falvati- 
on; (do ye not all rake with it ?_) it 1s clear, X/arth. 
23towards the cloſe ; and chap.25.5,whtere thoſe per- 
fons being invited ra come to the Mmarriage,or feaſt 
of the Goſpel, ir is ſaid of thera they made lrght of it 3 
which are the {ſame words in our Text - And = 
14-18, when they were inyired ro come, it is fa! 
They all with one conſent began to mak? therr excuſe 3 
and T/a. 28. 2. Chis is the ref wherewtth ye (hall make 
the weary to reſt, this is the refrething x; yet they will 
not hear, . Now is there a perſon herc, who dare de- 
ny this charge, thar he 15 a ſlghter of chis great fal- 
vation 2 I confets I am afraid thar you will noruake 
with it 3 therefore ] ſhall propoſe cjgh:t forts of per- 
ſons who are ſlighters of this great falvaiion, and 
Teharge you as you will anſwer to Go] one day, 


that you ſearch your hearts, whether xou be among 


the number (in the catalogue ) oithe fighters of rhis 
great ſalvation, \ 


I, The firſt ſort of perſons who are flighrers of 


this grear ſalvarion, are thoſe perſons who go about 
to eſtabliſh their own . righreouſneſs, and will nar 
ſubmit to the righrconſneſs of Chriſt ; (in a word ic 
is chart fore of perfons who thing they may win i& 
heaven 
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| heiven by a Covenant of Works, -and will not take 
I ihe Golipeis way of travelling to heaven inthe Cove 
| nin of Grice, Ahd ſurely there 13 not a perion 
noe who bath not thar curſed inclinarion to be as 
Fire obliged ro Chrtft (for his falvation_) as he can; 


we wok, . g2 to heaven without the way, which 15 
| Ciriit, And (6 eve me) there re many in this 


Com. 1134 who go thus 290ur to eftablith their 


3 


O41 Hreofncſh And 1 fhill propoſe f1x forts of 


| p.irio% whoftiill under this firft rank. 
: er, Phof: tt fre are rhofe who rruft on their own 
cxivity, and think that will carry them to heaven ; 


ric are rhe SOD who go about to cftablifh rhetr 
nan righreantIeſs, Say they, 1 defte the world ro 
1 fry any thing t 2 inc,T was overmore an honeft man and 


[ I rcait rheref re t chit £ ſnail go to heaven 3 bur I ſay 
' £2 EO _ 1{t that thou art )! _ never win 
| ro howen by thoſe means, riil chon come ro-Chrift 
| with tht: all mn; rizhtenuſneſs is ef rags, 
*_ 2 Tin: cont forc are thoſe who bold their 
confi {once now heir denial of cheir good Works, 
| bur ye: coine never this lenzth to make ule of Jeſus 


Cirift, | 

| | fe" tf fird fort 2re thoſe who haild their con- 
| fi a 301 thei d aries ; _y who - they will come 
| to heiven by choir 8201 DIayers, by theirreading, 


? t * EE oe: & 
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, 2, (Ike unto that Phariſee, Luk? 
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they think there 1s no more to do, Chriſt will never 
reje& them, ſo they fit down and buiid their | HOPE 
upon thoſe convictions, 

Go The, fifch ſort of perſons are thoſe who build 
their confidence upon their reſojurions 3 ſay,they, 
oftentimes I have relojved io be a berter man than 


'T am, therefore 1 rink 's. which 1s the fearful de! i f- 


on of many_) that Go# will accept the will for the deed 5 
bur it had been good for. many ſuch a v ord. "2d Nor 
been 1n the Bible ; or thar their curl | eyes had 
never read jr. Bu? know this that rhough tou hadſt 
as ſtrong refolucions as Peter, or as good wifkes as 
Balaams had, 1f thou never labour io bring them to 
practice, God ſhall iay 1O thee, Depart from me, 1 knozp 
you not ; Any of you who build upon your reſolutt- 


'e85, you will build upon a landy foundation, thete 


being many times a goodneſs cut lthe the morning 
aew, 

6, And the ixh fort of perſons who fall under 
this firſt rank of C ighcers of rhe grear ſalvation (and 
wherein the evilis mot! ; hi 1 ) are thoſe who 1 Duild 
tzeir faivation upon their ACER 5. ihcie allo go 
abuur to citabliſh tacir own rigite ufnck bur I 
{zy ro ſich, Their graces cannor be the oo undacion 0: 
their nope, rnough they may be as EVIdEtCES tO 
ſirengri en tneir oe. Now are there none here 
who fall under tins firit rank of f Lighters of ro great 
{faivarion ? O7 are there rone hcre who wil | CO4 nts 
tat tney have gone abour to efta>!iſh the1r own 
rightcouſnefs ? I fay ro thee who wil confeis, pur 
a rope avout thy Necz, and come to Chiriit ; for he 
is 2 mMcErciſul King : 1 fav to thee, Come ro Chritt 
WIC 0715, All my 11; zhteouſne; Is 7s hike jili Dy Tags 5 ang 
i thoa wilt come with this it fincer! 

rg forth the white robe and put ubom him. If thou 
cauſe! >e brought 10 ipeak that an 4.ace3ity to Chrilt, 
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there ſhall be no more berwixt Chriſt and thee, bur 
Come and chath him with the whole robe. 

IT, Secondly, Thoſe perſons flight the great ſal- 
vation, who delay their taking hold of the precious 
offers of the Goſpel : for there are many (when we 
woe this Goſpel, and when we hold oat the grear 

alvation to them) who ſay, I will follow Chriſt, but 
JT muft firfl go home and bury my father ; Cand fo they 
delay to take hold of this great ſalvation) Bur Ifay to 
you (whoever you be) thar thus delay ro take ho]d 
On this great ſalvation, you are the ſlighrers of it. 
Is there a perſon within theſe- doors who date bur 
acknowledge that he hath ſighted this great ſalyati- 
on, and delayed to embrace ir ?.O rel! me what do 
your conſciences, ſpeak ! Are rhere any but they 
moft acknowledge. they come under this ſecond 
ravk? And I ſay, to you who have thus delayed, 
will you yet embrace it? I ſay even unto you who 
are old men (now paſt ſixty years, and have {lighted 
this great ſalvation ſo long) yer this day this great 
ſalvation 1s offered unto you : Whar ſay you to it 2 
O what do you {ay to this offer ? Are ye ſaying, [ 
muſt now delay Cand not receive this great ſalvation) 
ril my Harveſt be by and over ?1 ſay unto thee, 
thar the Harveft of the wrath of God 1s ripe, and he 


ſhall put in his fickle, and cut thee down. will fay no 


more to rhoſe who thus flight this great ſalvation, bur 
this, Why Tand ye all the day in the Market place 
zdle, and doing nothing, O will you ar laſt be induced 
ro take and embrace rhis great ſ{alvaticn before it be 
hid from your eyes. 

If. Thirdly, Thoſe perſons are the fighters of 
this great ſalvation, -who complement with Chrift 
when they are invired to come and partake of jt : And 
fay (ently (ro the Minifter, or rather to cheir own 
conſciences_) ] pray you have me excuſed at thas time 3 
as 
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as thoſe, Lube 14. 18. But I would only asl: of ſuch, 


Have you any lawful excufe why you will not come 
and partake of this grcar ſalvatiou ? 15 there any 
perſon here that hath any. lawful excuſe ro preſent? 
I ſhall never take rhar off your hand, Have me excuſ- 
ed, But beſure of this, I ſhall never <xcaſe you, but 
accuſe you z rherefore I deſire tha: rhofe perſons 
who have flighred the great ſalvation, by com- 


| plementing with Chriſt, that they would cotn- 


plement no more with him at all, bur now em- 
brace It. 

IV, The fourth ſort of perſons who flight this 
grear ſalvation, are theſe who give way to diſcou- 
ragements and unbelief, ſo that they will not come 
and partake of this great ſalvation : I ſay, ſuch of 
you are lighters of it, and Chriſt'will eſteem you 
ſuch. Oh if ye knew the worth and vertue of this 
great ſalvation, there would not be a tempration 
(you could meet with) that would hinder you from 
embracing it, but if thou couldſt nor anſwer theſe 
remptarions, thou wovldſt not own them, I ſay unto 
ſuch undervyaluers and ſlighters of the great ſalvation 
as diſcouraged perſons. (And thoſe who flay long in the 
place of the breaking forth of children) that when you 
cannot anfiver your obje&ions, which hinder you 
from cloſing with Chriſt, I entreat you diſown 
them, as if ye heard them not : Say ye, Think ye 
this lawful ? I ſay it is both la wſul and expedient, 
for ir was the praQice of believing Abraham He 
conſidered not his own body being dry as an old fiick, 
nor the deadneſs of Sarahs womb, He did rot conſider 
theſe things' which might have been objections to 
keep him from believing. He might have ſtarted ac 
theſe two objeRionsz Alas, I am old; and that ob- 
je&ions could he bor anſwer 3 and my wifeis paſt 
child-bearing 5 neither could he anſwer that ob- 
| jeaions 
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je&ion, What then did he with them ? He lighted 
tem voth, and conſidered them nor. Secondly, I 
wouid ſay this to you who thus {light it becauſe of 
<icouragements ; If ye did know the worth of the 
great ſaivation which 1s in this Goipei redemption 
that 15 oftered unto you, although ye had an army of 
objections fo go throygh, ve would go through them 
all, Toget a drink of the wager of this well of Bethlehem, 

V. The fif:ir fortof perſons who ſhght his great 
falvacrion, are thoſe who will not do ſo much as take 
eire,ind give pains to hear this great falvation ofler- 
ed unro them 3; for ihere 2 
they come to the Church} defire to fic farthett off, 
and fo never take care to hear a word of t1115 grear 
{aivarion: and ſuch are dreadful flighrers of it, Like 
unr9 theſe mentioned, Fer. 6 10. T9 won (hatl I 
ſp22b and ptve warning, that they may hear ? Behold 
theirear is uncircumciſed, and they cannot hearben, Ia. 
22. 12. But they would not hear, Jer. 7. 10. who ſay 
wo ate d:l;wered to o) all theſe ab»minations : Tet they 
did'com? and fland before him, in the houſe which was 
cailed by his name, 

VI, Sixthly, Thoſe perſons are ſ{1;ghters of this 
sreat ſalvation who (when they hear ir_) are no 
more (ny nor fo much) affected witi jr, than If we 
were refling unto them the moſt ſenſeleſs hiſtory of 
Tonomias the Rvzr, or ſome other old fable. Like 
unto. theſe m-n:ioned, Fer. 6. 10, The word of the 
Lord is unro then a reproach, they have no dels;ht in it, 
1 would poſe you all, as in the fight of the Author 
of this preat (ſalvation Cmen or women) did you 
ever ſer your ſ-ives (or rook ye ever patns) to bring 
ap vour hearts to the love of this grear ſalvarion ? 
Was it ever the r2jovycing of your hearts thac Chriſt 
dyed and'roſe again? T do certainly believe it (and 
7 amperſvaded _} that rhere are decrees paſt in Hea- 

ven 
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ven againſt many of you, That in hearing ye ſhall hear, 


J 


than the Flinr or Adamant; fo that ye "4p retule 
to. return «hon he doth exnort you, Eciteva me 
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vwou'ld ſpeak to him) as ſoon as many of vey. 

VIT. Seventhly, Thoſe perſons are Cighters of 
this great ſalvation, v ho did never complam that 
they wanted a right to this great faivation. I hope 
ſome of vou 2re now convinced that ve never came 
within the compatſs of this great ſalvation: I ſay net 
uno Vous if ve did never ſperd one hour 1n iccrer 
weeping and lamevnring, becauſe ye had nor arignt © 
this Goſpel redemprion, it is but too probable 
never had yet a ripghr torn, Yea, know it, the: 


ſuch of you would little care to let prectuns Ciiritt 
depart without any gricf of heart : 1 think 1 wg 


” * 
k = 


were voiced within this houſe to day, vwherner or 
not ſhall Chrift go and depart, Is doubt it there 
would be many hearr-difſenters, thoug': many tongue 
diflenters : Ch, I fear, there would be many hearts 
here, ſaying, O Chriſt, depart and go thy way : Yeo, 


there are many Gadarens here, who prefer theer kine 


Ty FM FT ER "Y Wl. oy BI FT. ] ; 
ana ſwine fo preciois Chrift, and woutd be[coch bam 16 


20 oat of their coaſts, | | 
VIIT.Eighthly, Thoſe perſons flight the great faivart- 


on, who never rook pains to engage their hearts re 
take hold of Chriſt and the Goſpel. Cirift 1s near 
to you this day : The great ſalvation is near {© you, 
and is now, eyen now offered unto veu, therefore 
are there any who will rake pains to Jay hold on it? 
I obteſt you all who are here, by the Leauty and 
excellency of him; who is the Author ard of this 
great ſalvation, that ye come and partake of it ; 7 


S$ 4 


but not underfland ; and in ſeeing ye ſhall *e, and thai! 
not perceive: For God hath made your h: rts harder - 
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obte} you by all the Joyes of Heaven that ye em- 
brace this great ſalvation ; 7 ebteft zou by all the ter- 
rours in Hell that ye embrace it ; Pobte$ you by the 
promiſes of the everlaſting covenant thar ye embrace 
t; £ obteft you by all the curſes which are written in 
this book of the covenant that ye embrace ir, [ obte# 
you by the love you owe ro your tmmortal ſouls, thar 
ye will once be wiſe, and come partake of chis great 
ſilvacion. May I now have it, faiſt thou ? Yea, I ſay 
unto you all, ye may have it to day, ye may be par- 
cakers of jr b<fors ye gohence: Ando defore I pro- 
ceed any furcher, I do in the name and auchority of 
him who fent me here re dav, and 1s the Aurhor of 
this great ſalvarion, freely offer 1t unto you ro day. 
Bur I bnow there will be etghr forts of humors (with- 
in this houſe coday) 12 relation ro this great ſalvari- 
on, which now is off:red unto you. | 
r, I thinÞ there will be ſome of Galliv's diſpolitt- 
onhere today,that will care for none of rheſe rhings: 
Yea,there are many here who wyl not give a figfor 
this rich offzr of,the great ſalvation. But, I ſay; 
Curſed be rhat p=rſon who putterh on Gallys rem- 
per (to day) that will care for none of theſe things. 
2, | fear there will be many of Pzlates humour 


here (tro day) who will fay, they ftad nothing againſt 


the man; yer will cry forth, Take him and crucifie 
hin. Tacy find no feulr with Chriſt, and yer will be 
cantent that he be crucified. Now can ye fayany 
rhing 2gainſt Chriit, who is the Author of this 
reac (alvation ? Produce your ftrong arguments ; 
Are there any here who have aay thing to ſay againſt 
him 2 I am hece to anſwer in his name; I hope 
chere 1s not one here who hath any rhing to ſay 
againit the Auchor of this great falvation ; And 
why then doye nor take him ? Sec unto your ſelves 
that chere be nance of Pilates Inimour Here to Hay, 
that 
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that will ery out, Ze find nothing in Chrifl why he 
(hould not be recetved, and yer will be content that he 
be crucified, 


3. There will be many of the Jews humor here 
ro day, who cry forch, Away with Chrift, away with 


 Chrift, and give me Barabus, But oh, what a hellifſh 


word 1s that / 4way with ſpotleſs Chrtf, away with 
tranſcendent Chri#, and give us ti2 world, Noware 
there any here who will be fo groſs ſlighters of chis 
great ſalvation? Will ye flight this grear ſalvation, 
and ' embrace your idols, which ſhall once prove a 
crown of thorns unto you ? 


4. There will be ſome of Felix humor found 
here to day, thar will ſay, O Chrift go away at this 
time, and I will here thee as a more convenient ſeaſon : 
Burt I fay unto you who will nor hear me to day, nor 
embrace this great falvation, L hall defie all the 
Miniſters in Scotland to afſure you, that ye ſhall ger 
another offer, if ye ſend me away to day ; There is 


- not one that can or dare engage that the great ſalva- 


tion ſhall be in your ofter any more, Therefore, I 
ſay, let none of Felix temper be here io day, that 
will ſay, they will hear Chrift at a mare convenztent 


ſeaſon. 


$5. There, will be fome of Bal/aams temper today, 
who will deſire to dye the death of the righteous, and 
to have their laſt end like his; yer they defire nor 
to live che life of the righreous : Bur Iſay unto you, 
ye ſhall never dye rhe death of rhe righteous, if ye 
live not thelife of che righteous. | 
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6, There will be ſome of you here to day, who 
CI hope) at leaſt will be of Agrippas humor, thar 
will ſay, Thou ha## almoft perſwaded me to be a 
Chri$an : I ſay unto thee, O wile thou quickly our 
with that word almoſt, and put tm that word aitoge- 
ther, and ſay, O precious Chrift, Thou haſt altoge- 
ther perſmaded me to-be a Chriſtian: However, if thou 
come no greater length, I intreat thee come this 
Jength, that ſo thou mayft cry out, I am almyjt per- 
ſtwaded to embrace Chriſt the great ſalvation, aad may 
be ere long ye will come further. 


 _ 59, There will be ſome cf Judas temper here to 

day, who will betray Chriſt for thi-ty pieces of filver. 
Yea, ſome would fell Chriit, Heave:a, their Idols and 
all, for leſs chen thzrty preces of filver. 


8, I think there will be many of Eſaus profane 
temper here to day, who w?ll ſell therr birth-right for 
a meſs of pattage. Now will ye enquife at your ſelves, 
Am I the perſon that will give my b:rth-r:ght for a 
meſs of pottage ? doth my heart ſay, I will ſe!{ my birth 
right, becauſe I am hungered and ready to dye, what 
will it profit me ? give me & meſs of pott age, and I will 
gutt my birth-right, IT know 1t, there are not a few” 
ſuch here to day : Therefore I intreat you enquire 
at your ſelves what js your humor. Ohſhall the 
great ſalvation that ye have Bighted ſo long, be 
thighted. this day alſo, and ſhall rhere ve none to 
embrace it? Oh enquire and ſtand in ave, left the 
wrath of the moſt high purſue you. 


Now I fhall give you theſe ſeven conſiderations, 
which may provoke you not to light, bur embrace 
this great ſalyation, 

I. The 
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1, The firſt conſideration, That the not embrac- 
ing this great ſalvation is one of rhe greateſt as of 
folly that can be, Fer. 8. 9. They have rejeFed the 
word of the Lord, (and immediately it 1s fubjoyned} 
Ard what wildom is in them 2 And ſo Solomon doth 
allire you they cannot be wiſe who negle& this 
great ſalvation, Prov. Ii. 9. Fools deſpiſe wiſdom and 
inftruftton ; Therefore may not I ſay unto you, 
be who ye will, (though ye were the greateſt heads 
of wit in all this place_)ye are but ſtark fools as long 
as ye negle& this: But would you be wiſe indeed, 
and wiſe unto ecernal life ? ' Then I 1ntreat you come 
and embrace this great ſalyation. 


2. The ſecond 2onfideration to provokeyou not 
to flight the great ſalvation, 1s this, that che ruine 
and deſtruQion of the ſlighters of ir, is moft certain 
and infallable, Fer. 11. 11, Where (peaking of 
lighting the covenant, which 15 indeed this fame 
great ſalvation) there is a Therefore pur to the 
threarning. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, I will 
bring evil. upon them which they ſhall not be ale to ef- 
cape, T defie you all, who are the ſ;ghre; s of rhis 
great ſalvation, to find a back door, when Juſtice 
ſha!l purſue you : for there is no door to eſcape 1f 
ye embrace not this great ſalvation: Bur the earth 
will diſcloſe your iniquity, and heaven will declare 
your fin, 


3. xt thirdly, Let this confideration provoke you 
nor to flight this great ſalvation, char Chriſt 1s ex- 
cceding ſerious, and carneſt that ye thould embrace 
it: And I think that Iſa. 28, 23. ſpeaketh out his 
exceeding ſeriouſneſs, where four times he beggerh 
of his hearers, thar they would give ear and _ 
C 2 i5 
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his voice, ſaying, Give ear and hear my warce, hearben 
and hear my ſpeech. What needeth all theſe exhor- 
tations? Fut that Chriſt is moſt ſerious that they 
wou!lJ embrace the great ſalvation, And O, thar 
there were a perſon here to day, as ſerior; to the 
barg-in 55 Chriſt is ! But be whoye will rhat flight 
this great ſalvation [believe me} the day iscoming 
wherein ye ſhall cry out, Alas for my ſlightirg of it / 
Wilt thou therefore think preſently with thy ſelf 
(O thou ſlighter of this great-lalvationy what wilt 
thou ſay of thy {lighting 1c 2 When the Devil ſhall 
be leading thee in thorow thoſe dark gates of hell ! 
O flighter of the cone how many alaffes wilt 
thou cry, when thou ſhalr be pa{ling rhorow theſe 
dark gares into thy everlaſting priſon ? Wilt thou 
nor then cry outz-O me. (@ lighter of the everlaft- 
Ing ſalvation ) whether am I now going? Alas now 
for my lighting the Goſpel: And as thou pafſeſt 
thorow, thou ſhalt meet with numbers of milerable 
comtforcers ; there is not one in that priſon, who 
can comfort thee ; bur many dreadful a lafſes fhalr 
thou then borh cry and hear, 1fthou embrace not 


this great ſalyation. 


4. Fourthly, Let this provoke you nor to ſlight 
the. great ſalvation, that ye wil! ger it for a very 
look : © ye within this houſe to day, ve will ger 
this grear ſalvation for one look, 7/2. 45. 22. Look 
unto me and be ſaved, all the ends of the earth; tor a 
very look ye will get this great ſalvation, and do ye 
ever think to get Heaven at a lower rate ? 


8. The fifth conſideration to provoke you not 
to ſlight this great falvation any more, 15 this, There 
15 not one of you Who is a flighier of it, but your 
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ſighting it ſhall increaſe your Immortal bonds. Man 
or Woman, be who tizou wilt, when thou art ſlight- 
ing this great ſalvation, thou art but plating a cord 
wherewith to bind thy ſoul crernally 1n theſe un- 
quenchable flames, Iſa. 28. 22.-Be ye not mockers, leSF 
your bonds be made firong, 1 ſay therefore unto you, 
ol4 men, mock not, leſt your bonds be made frong : Old 


Women, near unto your- graves, mock not, left your - 


bonds be made firong : Young men, be ye nor mockers, 
left your bonds be made flrong : Toung PFFomen, who 
are in the flower of your time, mock nor, Jeff your 
bonds be made firong ; but now alas, will there for all 
this be a perſon here to day who will be a moker of 
this grear ſalvation ? 


6, The fixth conſideration te provoke you nor 
to flight this great ſalvation any more, 1s this: Ye 
know not but that your days may be. near unto 2 
cloſe, I ſay, you know not but the day of rhe preach- 
ing of this great ſalvation may be near unto a cloſe. 
What knoweft thou O man or Woman, but this 
ſhall be the laſt Sermon rhar ever thow ſhalt hear 
concerning this great ſalvation ? and yet for all 
this, ſhalij we be ſent away without one conſent to 
embrace or receive it? O will ye be perſwaded to 
look to Chriſt, and fo to take him ? 


7. The ſeventh conſideration ro provoke you not 
to ſlight the great” falyarion, 1s this, char there 1s a 
five fold falvatioh comprehended under his great 
ſalvation. _- 


T» The firſt is this, come znd partake of this 
great ſalvation, and thou ſhalr fave ſa]varton from 
thy idols, And hereby I do proclatn liberty his 
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day. unto captives, IT.am ſent forth this day with 
the Keyes of your Prifon- houſe, to open your priſon 
doors unto you, if ye will embrace this great ſalya- 
tion. Play unto you, O ye priſoners,come forth and 


| ſhow your ſelves 3 for the Reyes of your priſon-houſe 


are with us to open your priſon doors unto-you 3 
therefore O come forth and embrace rhis great ſal- 
vation. Wili there be any (ſhall I rhink) here thar 
will refuſe rocome forth 2? O go forth and flze from the 
land of your captivity, and from the houſe of your 
bondage, 


2. Thou ſhalt have ſalvation from thy darkneſs 
and from thy ignorance, I ſay unto yougwho un- 
derſtand no more of God then rhe ſtones in the wall, 
I command you to come forth, and partake yet of 
this great ſalvation, and unto you ſhal! light ariſe 
even rhe day ſpring from on high and viſir you, | 


3. If ye will come and partake of this great fal- 
vation, ye ſhall have deliverance from all your fears, 
Doft thou fear that thou ſh?!r>e poor ? Come and 
parrake of this preat ſalvation, and rhou fha!t be 
delivered from it. Art thou afraid of hell ? Come 


and partake of this great (2lyation, and thou ſhale be 


delivered from tar fear. Art thou afraid at che 
wrath of God ? Then come (ifay) and partake of 
this great ſalyation, and thou ſhalrnave redempiion 
from that and all thy fears; PPith him 1s plenteous 
redemption, and he can make thee quiet from the fear 
of evil, 


4, If ron wile Comms and partate of ris ſalvatie 
ii, thou ſhalt Have deliverarce from all thy anxie- 
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and anxious about many thiugs ;3 come and partake 
ofthis great ſalvarion, : and 1r will make you careful 
but onely for the one thing neceſſary. 


& If ye will come and embrace the preat ſalya- 
tion offered unto you this day, ye ſhail be helped 
before ye go hence to {ing thatſong, O death where is 
thy fling, O grave where #s thy wittory! Now O will 
ye come and embrace this great ſaivation, and ye 
ſhall be more then conquerors thorow Chriſt who loveth 
y0#es Are there therefore any here ' to day that 
would have vicory over the Devil, and over their 
own hearc? Then come and embrace this great 
ſal vation, aud then your vitory 15 certain, 


But now to preſs home this great ſalvation upon 
you a Jittle further 3 There are nine forrs of Perſons 
vho are invited to come and partake of this great 
ſalvation | oftered this day : And I charge you 
anſwer to your names when ye are called, and de- 
lay not to CORE. 


r. Firſt, T invite and call here to day, all who 
are willing to come and embrace this great ſalvati- 
on. Now are there any of you here to day, who 
are called willing ? Then I invite you to come aud 
embrace this grear ſalvation, Rev. 22.17, Whoſo- 
ever will, let him come : But Oh, are there none here 
to day who are named willing? I intreat you if 
there be any, do not deny your name, but come 
whenye are called and embrace this great falyation. 


2. Secogaly, Thoſe perſons who rhirſt for it, are 
invited to come, and partake of this great ſalvation, 
Rev. 22, 87. Let bim that is athirft come, Now if 
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there be any here who are named thirſty, let them 
come and partake of this great ſalvation, and they 
ſhall be ſatisfied... ih | 


3, Thirdly, are there any moneyleſs folk here to 
day? Let them come and partake of this great ſalva- 
tion. Are there no monyleſs folk here to day ? I 
mean not that money or coin in-your purſes 5 but 
want ye money? That is, Want ye righteouſnefs ? 
Then I pray you come. and partake of rhis great 
ſalvation. I ſay, are ye fo poor'that ye have no- 
thing but the fear of hell? then I pray you come. 
If there be any here who have nothing co commend 
them to Chriſt, bur neceſlity : I ſay unto all ſuch, 
O come, cone, come, and partake of this great falya- 


tion. | 


4. Fourthly, Thoſe perſons are invited to come 
C and I. wiſh there were many {uch) who are weary ; 
butoh / Are there none here to day who are cal- 
led weary 2 Are you, not weary in' purſuit of your 

2 any? : 
fins? If there be any ſuch here to day, I ſay unto 
you, O weary folk, Come, com?, come, and partake of 
rhis great ſalvation, and of this excellent Goſpel-re- 
demption that was purchaſed ar ſo dear a rate, 


s. Fifthly, Thoſe who ar= heavy-loaden are 
invited zo come, (and I think all of you may an- 
{wer to this name) are you heavy-loaden? O then 
come /  Eut are there none here who are heavy- 
loaden wich ſta, with miſery, and eſtrangement from 
Goa ? If there be any ſuch here, I ſay unto thee, 
od man or young man, be who thou wilr, O come 
and partake of this great falvation. 


6, Sixthly, 


11. 
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6. Sixthly, Are there any here ro day whoare 


calied 'blind ? 1 ſay, if there be any of youwko' 


think you want eyes to ſee the precious excellencies 
of Chriſt, I invite you'to come and partake ofthts 
great ſalvation. 


7, Seventhly, Are. there ' any vho are called 


. lame here to day? I fay unto ſuch, O ccme, come, 


come, and partake of this grear ſalvation ; for weare 


ſent forth ro day to call in the blied and the maim- , 


ed, and the Jame, that they may come and em- 
brace this great ſalvation z therefore are there none 
here to day who may be called ſuch ? Are you net- 
ther blinde ner lame ? I hope many of ycu will nor 
deny that you are ſuch ; therefore I ſay unto you, 
O blind, halt and maimed, Come, come, and partake 


of this great ſalvation. * | , 


8. The eight fort of perſons invited, are thoſe 
who are ſick; therefore if there be any ſick folk 
here today, be who yougavil!, 1 fay unto you, 0 
come and parrake of this preat ſalvation ; for the 
whole need not the Phyſician, but the ſick, _ 


0. Ninthly; Are there any Mere to day who 
know not their name, or their condirion ? I fay 


. unto you, O nameleſs folk, Come and partake of 


this great falyation 3 Come to Chriſt for the know- 


ledge of your ſouls condition 3 Come as a nameleſs 
one, and he fha!l not reje& thee, © thongh thy caſe 
were ſo evil that chou couldft nor give ir aname g 
for of all that come unto tim he jendeth none away. 


Now where do you find your name and fir- 
name? O do you noc know it ? i hope now you - 
| may 
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may know ; therefore I entreat you anſwer to it; 
and ſo -come away and partake of this great ſal- 


vation. 


But I am afraid there be many ſtrong iron bars in 
the way of ſome of you, which you cannot win 
over. Ah, how faft are ſome ſouls locked in Satans 
fare And rherefore I ſhall ſpeak a little for dif- 

covering of thoſe bars that hinder from embracing 
rhis great falvarion, that fo” you may be rhe better 
heiped to remove them. | 


F. The ficft great iron bar which keepeth folk 
rom embracing this grear ſalvaijon, is che bar of 
ignorance 3 and 1am afraid rhar this (as a mighty 
har) hjndereth many of you : You rc 1gnofant of 
your felves, and of the gondition of vour ſouls ; you 
are ignorant of the Law, and of its ſeverity and 
yen are ignorant Of the precious Goſpel 1n 1rs con- 
defcendency, O pray unto God thar for Chriſis 
fake he would break _thar great bar of ignorance 3 
for till that” be done, Ehriſt may take up that com- 
plzinr, Ferem, 5. 4. Surely they are fooliſh, they 
brow mt the way of the Lord, nor the jndgment of 
therr God, I ſay this bar of ignorance keepeth you 
from embracing this great ſalvation, 


IF. The ſecond bar which keepeth many from 
cloftng with Chriſt, is, the bar of preſumption x for 
fome will cry out, What need have I ro embrace 
the great ſalvatzon 2 Have 1 ir not wicady Bur 
i fay unto thee, O fool, thou ar: (!:y all appear- 
ance} yertin bondage. O that ch:s cvill bar of pre- 
femrtion Were put, away ; for It is one of the 
gicatelt impediuncnts which lieth in the way of 

| Jour 
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your embracing this great ſalvation that is.in your 
ofter to day : Therefore I ſay unto you, if you will 
come no further, I intreat you come this length, to 
contefs that you wart this Goipel-ſalvation, ard 
that you are indeed firangers ro this Redemption 
purchaſed by Chritt, 


ITT, The third bar that keepeth perſons from 
embracing this great {alvation, 1s the bar of unbelief 


q you belie re not what we ſay to you about this grear 


ſalvation 3 T know thar ſome of you are of the 
Stoicks: and Epicures humor, who cry cut, Phat 
meaneth this man ? he feemeth to he the ſetter forth of 
ſome firange God, Burt fay unto you, 1 am nor the 
ſetrer forth of any ſtrange God, bur ir is Jeſus of 
Nazareth whom T preach unto you. Alas, ſome 

of you think this great ſalvation ro be ſome morn- 


$ imp dream, or ſome gojden fancy : Burt I ſaynnto 
| you ir is neither a dream nor fancy; bur @ real 


trath that we preach unto you. 


IV. The fourth bar that Reeperh perſons from 
embracing this great ſalvation, is the bar of dzſcou- 
ragement; this ſtrong bar keepeth many ſo faſt, 


that they cannot embrace this preat ſalvation, 


though ir be. freely. offered unto them. TI ſhall fay 
no more to vou who are ſuch, bur counſel you to do 
as thoſe four Lepers did, 1 Kings 7, 4, who ſate at 
the gate of Samaria ; who ſaid, Why (it we here till we 
dye ? if we -ſay, We wall enter into the City, then the fa- 
mine 7s in the City, and we ſhall dye there ; and if we 


fit fill here, we dje alſo, Now therefore come, and let 


us fall into the Hoſt of the Syrians; if they ſave us 
alrve we jhall live, and if they kill as we ſhall but dye, 
Even ſo ſay I unito you, that 1f you abide _— 

ate 
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ſtate of unhelief, you ſhall ſurely be undone : 
therefore go forth 5 fer you know not but God 
may work a great ſalvation for, you ; and if you 
will quit your unbelicf, and cloſe with Chrift in 
the offer of this grear ſalvation (by faith) you ſhall 
have no more to do but eat and drink, and divid: 
the ſpoil, 


V. The fifth bar which with-holdeth perſons 
_ from embracingof this great ſalyation, is the bar of 
anwillingneſs ; Te will nt come ta me that ye may 
have life, And alas, this 15 an iron bar indeed, hy 
which all that are in hell haye barred themſelves 
out of heaven. Alas, ſhall you be ſuch wrerches 
alſo ? O whata dreadful ſound is that 2 Foe unto 
thee O Feruſalem; Wilt thou not be made clean ? 
when (hall it once be 2 Ah, Turn you, turn you, why 
will you dye ? Why will you fligh this great {alyati- | 
on { O will none of you this day embrace tt ? ; 


VI. The fixth bar that with-holdeth perſons 
from embracing this great ſalvz:1on, 1s the bar of 
worldlymindedneſs : Many of you areſo fixed to } 
the World,that you cannot come an cioſe with this 
great ſalvation, I may allude ro thar word ſpoken 
of Saul, x Sam. 10. 22. that he hid himſelf among 
the fluff; for many have buried and neſted them- 
ſelves in the midft of the world, that they cannot 
embrace this great ſalvation. 


VIE. The ſeventh bar which keepeth many from 
embracing this grear ſalvation, 1s the bar of hardheart- 
eaneſs ; there hath ſuch a ſtupidiry and hardneſs of 
heart ſeized .upon many, that let Chriſt preach as 
he will to them (by his Word, or by other diſpen- 

ſations) 


lone : 
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azions) they are no more moved, than if his Word 
and diſpenſations were a thouſatid miles from them. 
© that ſtrong bar of hardneſs of heart, when fhall 
che Omnipotent hard of God break it ? 


VIIT.. The eight bar that hindereth many from 
embracing this great ſalvation, 1s the bar of fſoathful- 
ne/: : Many of you cannot be at the paivs to em- 
brace it; but 1 fav unto you, there 1s but ſmall 
pains in the way of godlineſs: I fay nnto you, it may 
ſo eafily be had, that ir 3s in your offer to day ; and 
if you will, you may pur forch your hand and take 
it, Conſider therefore what you will do. O will 
ſyou deſpiſe it? I ſay, will yoo ſtill negle& and de- 
Piſe it ? will you but read chatdreadful word ? AFs 
13.40, 4t. Behold ye diſpiſers, and wender, and pe- 
r:ſ: Tell me freely, Would you have us to return 
this 2nſwer to him who ſent us, that you are deſpif- 


none of you who (for all this) will conſent co par- 
rake of this great ſalvation ? O caprives and priſon- 
ers, and you who are in the bonds of Satan, Will 
you come and partake of this- great ſalvation, and 
you ſhall be made free 2 1 have an a&Q of releaſe 
for you to day ; if you will come and make uſe of 
Ir, you ſhall be ſer ar liberty. But, oh. ſhall the 
priſon doors be caſt cpen, and yer none come forth ? 
But that I may core to a cloſe, I ſay yet unto you, 
© poor Priforers; go forth, go forth, and partake of 
this great ſalvation. Gh will you not come forh > 
W hat holdeth you in 2 the foundation of your pri. 
on-houſe fs ſhaken to day ; therefore if you will 

but come forth, and caſt a look to Chriſt, your very 
ſhackels ſhall fall off your hands, and you fhall be as 


thoſe who were neyer bound, Noy L leaye this 
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with you, and to make you think upon it, F-ſhall 
ſpeak theſe five words to you, and I intreat you 
chink upon them. 


r. Firſt, I have excellent cydings to tell you 
(I hope ſome of yau will give ear to them) viz. 
rhere 154 prear perion come here to day, and that 
15 the Mighry Aurthor of this grear ſalvation, who 
hath brought everlaliing righteouſacſs with him, 
defiring you ro make uſe thereof ;; it 15 his defire 
thar you would take }iis excellent gifts at his hand, 
Theſe I fay are the tydings that i have to preach 


uato you; and I hope never to b* declared a lyar. 


for what T preach unto. you: I fay vet unco you, 
thar Chriſt rhe Author of che great ſalvation defir- 
eth to give ir freely unto you, if you will bat take 
it. Bur © will you not akeir? I think if you did 
ſee an hundred men lying in priſon or dungeon 
without all light, bread or water, and a great 
Prince coming to them, faying,!l deiire you all ro 
come forth, and partake of chis great libercy which 


T bring unto you ; and ezery one of them ſhould 


anſwer, I ſcorne to com? folth at this time; would 
you nat think them exceeding .great fools? And 
yer I fear this at of great foily falls our in many 
of your hinds today ; that when Chrift hath given 
as the keys of your prifon doors, and they are o- 
p=ned,you will not come forth; But I muſt inirear 
you yet to come forth and ſhew your ſelves. For 
who knoweth but we may be commanded to ſhut 
your priſon-doors again, and to ſeal chem with ſe- 


'ven ſeals, with att unalterable decree from hea«- 


ven, never to he recalled! Wherefore O ye pri- 
ioners, Go forth, go forth fromyour priſon houſe. 


2, Secondly, 


Þ 
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nat without much ground that thys ſalvation {of- 
fered royon) is callcd a great falyation. I know 
a lictle paper of rwo or three ſheets might contain 
all the ſalvarions thar ever any man obtained ; bur 
the world would not be able to conrain all the books 
which might be written to the commendation of 
this great ſalvation 3 yea, (unto any who will em- 
brace it )I ſay ; Furft,if chou find not this ſalvation 
aboye thy faith, then go thy way when thou arr 
come : But I know thou wilt finde it both above 
thy faith and hope. Secondly, if thou find it nor 
above thy defires when thou art come unto it, rhem 
go thy way againz bur were thy defires as the 
ſand npon the Sea ſhoar, thou ſhalc always ſind 
more ir this ſalverion than ever thou couldft deſire, 
Thirdly, if this ſalvation be not above what them 
canſt conceive, then go thy way when thou arc 
come to it 3; but think of it as thou canſt, it ſhai? 
always be above thy thoughts of ir. Fourthly, if 
this ſalvation be nor above thy opinion of it, then 
zo thy way when. thou art come unto it ; but £ 
know thou wilt find it far above thy opinion of ur, 


Therefore ſeeing 1t 15 {o great a falvation, as thar - 


all the world could ner contain all the books char 
mighe be written .1n the commendation of it; G 
will you embrace ic, ever» to day, winle 1 5m 
'our ofter 2 


23, Thirdlv,I would ſay this unto you, Be per- 
ſwaded that there is no fin thet wil} more provoze 
the Majeſty -of God. ro puniit you, than the fin of 
ſ1ghring this great ſalvation. Bring forth theſe mar- 
derers, faith the Lord, (of rhe fighters of this ia 
VItation) and ſlay ther befare ime, I cuireat you 
1wcuire 


2. Secondly; I would ſay this to you, that ic is. 
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inquire 2r your own hearts whar you will an- 
ſwer when you are« reproved for flighring of ir, 
Old men, wil! you ask at your own hearts what you 
will - anfiver :9 Ghrift when he ſhall propoſe tha 
queſtion co you, Why flighted you the great ſalya- 
tion ? Old women, what will you anſwer when he 
ſhall fay ro you, Why ſighted you the great alvation? 
Young Menand young women, inquire at your own 
hearts, what you will anſwer, when Chriſt ſhall fay 
to vou, why {lizhted yeathe grear ſalvation? Can 
ye imagine any anſwer to that queſtion 2 Odread- 
ful ſhzl] thi: wrach of Gd be, that ſhall be execute 
ed upon the fighters of 415 nrear (alvarion ! | 


4. Fourthiy, T would fay this unto you, 'that 
Heaven is waiting to hear-whart exhortarion the 
offer of this great ſalvation doth ger among you, 
Here is the great ſalvarion, here is che offer of 1t, and 
here is the commendation of it; whar fay yes ro 
ic? Isirnot an excellent. falvation ? is ir noc a free 
ſalvation 2? is it not a great ſalvation? is ir not an 
eternal ſalvation? Why then do ye not welcome 
ic? Can any of you ſay any thing co the diſcom- 
mendation of ir? I know you cannot ; Yea,l dare 
fay, your own hearts are admiring it as moſt excel- 
ſen:; and cheretore, O will ye accept: it ? Alas, 
ſhall there he none here who will be found accep- 
rers of this great falyation, fo freely offered to 
day! 07 


&. Fichly, I would ſay this to you, let all the 
Angels praiſe him wh» is the author of chis great 
falvation. All the Sxints round about the throne 
praiſe him who is the aarhor of this great ſalvarion. 
All thoſe wito are exp2RAznrs of heaven, praiſe 

| | him 
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him who is the author of this great ſalvation. All 
ye to whom this offer is made, praiſe him who is 
the author of this great ſalvation. O heaven praiſe 
him who 15s the author of this grear ſalyation, O 
all ye fowls of the air, praiſe him who 1s the au- 
thor of this great ſalvation, O fire, hail, ſnow, 
vapours, ſtormy winds, and tempeſts, praiſe him 
who is the author of this great ſalvation. All the 
tribes of the earth; praiſe him who 1s the author 
of this great ſalvation 3- our own ſoul praiſe him 
who is rhe author of rhis grear ſalvation, and all 
that 1s within us, bleſs him, who 1s the author of 
this great {alvation. O who would not praiſe him, 
who 1s the author of this great ſalvation? Are 
there any here that will refuſe ro commend him 2? 
O think upon him, and let not this be a day of 
!lighring him. Now where are your hearrs at 
chis time? I will tell you where many of your 
hearts are $5 they are thinking upon the World : 
But Lam ſure there are not many of them think- 
ingupon this great ſalvation. Now what reſoJutt- 
on mind ye to go away with to day ? Oh, have 
ye no reſolution beyond what ye had when ye 
came hither to day 3 Are rhere any here who have 
this reſolution, To whom ſhall we go, but to him who 
zs the author of this great ſalvation, who alone hath 
the Words of eternal life } Even the Lord breath it 
upon you: Or'1s this your reſoJurion, rhat through 
Chrifts ſtrength ( forſake him who will) ye will never 
forjake him ? Or have ye this reſolution ? That ye 
will efteem more highly of this great ſulvation then 
ever ye did? O thar the Lord would heep theſe inthe 
in the imaginations of the thoughts of your hearts for 
ever. Butzas for you who have no reſolutions to 
embrace 'this great ſalvation, O wherewith ſhall T 
commend 1t unto you I nor your own neceſli» 

165. 


> J \ -- 
7 - 2 Y: 


34 A Sermon concerning, 8c, 


ties commend it? Bur if nothing can perſwade you 
ro come away and embrace it, rhen this place 
ſhall be an heap of witneſſes againſt. you ? for zt 
hath heard all the words of the law which he hath 
ſpoben untoyou, John 24. . 
. Ohcaft youreyes upon theſe pillars of the houſe 
and ſtones 1n the walls, I rake them as ſo many 
witneſfles, that they may ſpeak and teilifie againlk 
you in- the great day of the Lord, if ye negle& this 
great ſalvation ro day. Therefore as ye go away, 
be thinking upon tr, and whether or not ye mind 
to embrace It now while ye may have it ; This 
_ day I have ſet life and dearh before you : I have 
ſer before you both the great ſalvation and the 
reat damnation; And O that ye had underſtand- 
Ing in all theſe things, rhar ye being wiſe might be 
provoked ar laſt ro embrace thjs great ſalvation, 
the which we do yet again entreat you to think 
upon, Is \not heaven Jooking upon you at this 
time, to ſee what ye will do with this great offer 
of ſalvation, which I have this day from the Lord 
preſented unto you ? Now to him that can-per- 
{wade you to embrace this great ſalvation, this 
goſpel redemption,this bleſſed myſtery,inro which 
the Angels .defire to pray, to him who can bring you 
back from the pit, and can enlighten you with the light 
of the l;ving : To him, who hath the keys of your 
priſon, Pho can open, and none can ſhut, and can ſhut, 
and none can open: To him, Who hath all power in 
Heaven and in Earth communicate, to him who can 
deliver you from the power of the Grave, and can ſet 
you free from all your enemies, we deſire to give praiſe, 
Amen, ; 
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Heb. 2, 3. How ſhall we eſcape if we neg- 
le fo, great ſalvation, which at the firſt 
began tobe ſpoken by the Lord, aud was 
confirmed unto us by them that beard him ? 


Here are two preat and moſt ording- 
ry complaints in theſe. dayes. 1, 
There are many who complain, thac 
their cftates and perſons are in bon- 
dage, and: that they are fold for 

Slaves to the hands. of firangers : But O that we 

could alfo turn over the complaint to this, thar our 

ſouls are in bondange, and that we are yet in the 
gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of sntquit y, that ſo 
we might bs provoked to long for the great (alya- _ 
tion that is 10 cur. offer! 2, There are many 
complaining (and nor withour much caulſe_) that 
there is now ſuch a toleratien of errours: Bur O 
wilt thou complain alfo of this, that within thy 
heart there is a toleraticn of luſts; 1s there not 
an a& of toleration concluded in thy breaſt; that 
the devil and all his company may reign in thee 
at pleaſure, ON hare ye not need Of grear (4iva- 
tion? Shall I rell you, thar Chrift 1s courting you 
to embrace ir, and :1ar he puiterh on all his moſt 
D 2 glorious 
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"glorious rov2es, and manifefterh himſelf unto you, a 
a ſuiror making oficr of himſelf and of his great 


ſalvation / O tell me, have ye ſeen him 2 Or do 
you think to ſee him-this day ? Whar robes hath 


he on? There are five glorious robes wherewith 


he clothes himſelf when he condeſcendeth to 
manifeſt himſelf ro his pzople. 

Firſt, He comerh to his own with the garments 
ef ſal vatim, acc2rdibg to that word, Zach. g. verſe 
Ge Keio, O daubter of Sion greatly, ſhout O daught- 


er of Jcrofalem ; for behold thy King cometh unto thee, 


he 7s ju$t and Daving ſaluatim 5 Ay, your Ring is 
come here ro day, and] will ye nor fall in love 
with him when he 1s cloathed with the garments 
of ſalvation £ Can ye ever have a more conquer- 
ing i;ght of Chriſt thai when he 1s cloathed with 
ſachan excellent robe, and offering you ſalvation ? 
© Secondly, He appeareth to his own ſometimes in 
garments dyed in blood, according to that word, 
Iſa. 63. verſe 1. 2. Who us this that cometh ap from 
Edom -wath dyed garments an blmd, as one that 


, treadet/; the Wine Fat | And now I ſay to you thar 


will not Jook to Chriſt when he appears in the 
garinents of ſalvation, have ye a heart to refuſe 
un that hath fought ſuch a combar for you, who 
hath trod? the wine preſs alone, and hath ſtained all 
kis garments with the blood of thy, enemies? or is 
there any here, who dare refufe his ſalvation, when 
they ſee how be treadeth his enemies in anger, and 
trampleth them in his fury, and thus ſprankleth their 
blood upm hs 2arments? O tremble at this fight, 
and fſeck quarter trom him in time, or he ſhall 
dye his garments with the- blood of thy mortal 

ſon]. | 
Thirty, Chriſt appeareth unto his own, being 
cloathed with theſe humble robes of condeſcen- 
dency, 


the great Salvation. 
dency, when he came in the ſimlitude of ſinful - 
fleſh. O what a fight was that, to' behold the 
Prince of Heaven cloathed with our nature ? Whar 
a ſight was that to behold him that was cloathed 
with light as with agarment ; to becloathed with 
our infirmities, yet he condeſcended ro cloath 
himſelf thus, that we might hgve acceſs unto him, 
and be partakers of his gifts: O can we refuſe 
him, when love hath thus prefied him to pur on 
the beggars weed, that be megot ſay to norms ye ate 
my brethren, and my fiſters 
 Fourthly, Chrift ſomerimes manifeſteth him » 
ſelf being cloathed with the garments of beaury 
and ravilhing majeſty 3 ſuch was the fight that 
the Spouſe got of Chnift, Song 2. verſe 3. As the 
Apple-tree- amang the Trees of the Wood, jo is my be- 
loved. among the Sons ;, and Song 5. vhen ſhe ſaw 
him whire and ruddy, and the Standard-bearer of 
ten thouſand; And ſuch was that joyful ſight of 
him, - when his garment was as the lijghr, and 
white as the Snow, which he had at the transfigu- 
ration, when theſe glorified ones did come | as 1t 
were] Ambaſiadours from that higher houte to 
make him a viſit, 

And fifchly, Chriſt he ſomettmes appearerh to 
his own 1n robes of dreadful majeſty, and terrible 
highne(s and loftineſs, when the ſoul upon the 
firſt fight of him remains dead, and there remains 
no more life in them; ſuch was the ſight Dantef 
got, in his renth Chaprer, and ſuch was the fight 
that John got of Chriit, Revel. 1; verſe 179. And 
I would aſk of all that are here, whar a fight have 
ye gatten of Chriſt to day ? in whych of al! cheſe 
robes haye ye ſeen him? Ir 1s true, we are notto 
look for the extraordinary ſights of him 3 bur yer 
if eyer thou haſt ſeen him in any of h1s woolng, 
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robes, ſure he hath appeared matchleſs ; and how 
then ſhall ye then refuſe him ? 
| But now to come to the words I was ſpeaking 
unto you of ; ' The firſt thing in the words ſ'to 
wit ] That there are many who live under the 
offer of this great ſaivarion rhat doſlight ir, and do 
not embrace 1t -*- And now I ſhall only add a few 
- things further unto. you, 1. Ler mepropoſe a feiv 
conſiderations to perſwade you ro embrace this 
great falvation : God forbid we go away before 
we embrace this goſpel ſalvation : and therefore [ * 
charge you in his name, go notaway before ye 
ebrace ir, And. to preſs 1t home upon + you, 
there are theſe eight or nine properries of this 
great ſalvation rhar 15 offered unto you this day, 
And firſt, ir is a free ſalvation 3 ye have no more 
a do but to put forth your hand and rakeit, © 
come and take it! Chriſt harh foughten for this 
ſalvation, and there is no more required of you bur 
to come and reap the fruirs of his vitory 3 Pho 
ever will Iet him come; there 1s nothing that ſhould 
move you to ſtay away : O captives, bond=/laves to 
Satan, O priſoners of hye ' will ye come and par- 
take of the great ſalvation ? What hnids you from 
eoming away and partaking of it ? iris freely 
offered unto you : Ay, believe ir, Chriſt requires 
no more of you, but that ye ſhould come and take 
it our of his hand ; if we conſent to obey, the 
bargain 1s ended 3 ye ſhall eat the good of the 
land, a. 1. L 
Secondly, This great ſalvation, is a compleat 
ſalvation that 1s offered unto you to day; rhis is 
clear, Luke 1, verſe 75Il, That we might be ſaved 
from our enemies, and from the hands of al! that hate 
= 4s. There 15 not any enemy that 15 in thy way, 
but if thou wilt come and partake of the grear 
_ | L- ſalvation 
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ſalvation, thou mayeſt have victory over it; ſo. 
complear 2 ſalvarion is it that is in your offer this 
day..Q© ſhail we paſs away and not embrace it ! 
O ſhall our curſed hearts undervalue this complear 
falvation thar is come to your door ? Belteve ir, 
ſalvation 1s near unco you, ic ve will rake 1t, 
Thirdly, It is a wonderful ſalvation; 1t 15 ſuch a 
ſalvation as the angels defire ro pry into 1t, and it 
Js ſuch a ſalvation, that. all the Prophers defired ra 
pry into it : Ic is almoſt fix chouſand years fince 
all the Angels in Heaven fell inco a fea of wonder 
at this grear ſalvation, It 1s almoſt fx thouſand 
years ſince Abel fell into a ſea of wonder arthis 
great, ſalvation ? And whar think you 15 his exer- 
ciſe. this day ? He 1s cyen wonderivg at this great 
ſalvation. Would you aſk at all che angels in Hea» 
ven, would they nor all tay, O embrace the grear 
ſalvation ! Would ye aſk ar all the Saints thatare 
above, would they not adviſe you to embrace the 


| great falvarion? Should ye ask ar Adam, would 


he nor ſay, O embrace this great ſalvation ? Could 
ye ask at Abel, wouid he not ſay, O embrace the 
great ſalvation? And would not all the Patriarghs 
ſay unto you, O embrace rhe grear ſalyation ? And 
do not all that have taſted of che ſweetneſs of ir, 
cry out unto you, Come and embrace the great ſalua- 
ton, | 
The fourth property of this ſaſyation is, that tt 
was bought at an exceeding dear rate, it is a dear 
{lvation, Would you know the difference_ be- 
tween Chritts coming to this ſalvation, and your 
coming to it? jr is this ; Chrift was forced to 
travel through all the Armies of the Juſtice of 
God, He was: forced to drink of the cup of the 
wrath of God, before, ke could come to purechaſe 
this great falyation ; and now what is requird of 
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you.to obtain this 2 we may ſay no more, but put 
our your hands and take it, . Will ye look to the 
price that was laid down for this ſalvation ? there 
15 not a wound in the body of Chriſt, bur it ſaith, 
This is a dear ſalvation : There 1s nor a reproach 
Chriſt met with, bur 1t faith, O zs not this 4 great 
ſalvation ! there 1s not a neceſſity that he was put 
Into, bur it faith, # not this a great and dear ſalvatt- 
on { O Sirs, will ye not come and rake this 
great ſalvation, this dear ſalvation 2 What muſt 
I give for it, ſay ye ? I ſay, ye muſt give; no- 
thing for it ; come and take 7t without money and 
without price 3 It was dear to Chriſt, bur ic ſhall be - 
cheap unto you. O, is it not cheap unto you ! I 
aſſure, if you will come ro the marker to buy 
the great falvation, there is none of you that 
needeth to ſtand for the price of it. © come 
and cake it, and haye it, and there ſhall be no 
more Ppriceinge 

Fifthly, It 1s an everlaſting ſalvation, that ye 
ſhall enjoy the fruics of throughout erernity, as is 
clear Heb. 0.13. He became the author of eternal 
redemption unto us 3 1t1s a ſalvation that che De- 
vil can never be able to rake our of your hand; 
if ye rake ir, ye ſhall never be robbed of it again, 
Ocome and partake of this great ſalvation, where. 
by the gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt 
you. 

Sixthly, It isa noble and honourable Salvation 
it 1s not to he taken out of one {livery to ano. 
cher, butir1s robe taken ozt»of priſon that we may 
reign, Luke x, 51, compared with-verſ, 954. It 15, 
That we being ſaved may ſerve him without fear in 
holtneſs and. righteouſneſs all the days of our life, I 
iay, Come, come, and partake of this great ſalvari- 
on, that -your glory may be increaſed, and chat. 
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perſons that are near unto thisgreat (alyation. 1, Is: 
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ye may be exalted above the Kings of the 


earth. Ns : 
Seventhly, It 15a moſt advantagious ſalvation ; 


What are the advantages of any ſalvation that are 
not to be found in this 2 Is there nor peace to be 
found in through this ſalyation ? is there not-li- 
berty ro be found through this ſalvation ? is there 
nor eternal enjoymett of God to be found through 
this ſalvation ? Yea, all ſaivations are in this 
one ſalvation. | $457 
Laſtly, It is a royal ſalvation, for it cometh to us 
from and through the Son of God: Chriſt isrhe 
author of ir, and we conceive Chriſt may be ſaid - 
to be the author of this ſalvation, in theſe reſpeQs. 
T1. He is the merirorious cauſe that did procure 
Ir, ir was the price of his blood thar was laid 
down for to purchaſe this grear ſalvation. 2, He 
is the fountain from wherce it floweth, accord-. 
ingto that word which we have Cited, Heb. g. 9, 
He became the author of eternal ſaluatiou, 3. He is 
the perſon that fitteth our Spirits for the partak- 
Ing of it, and 1t is he that removeth mountains 
out of the way, that we may have fair acceſs unto 
the grear ſalvation. 4, Ic is he, that muſt perſwade 
our hearts ro embrace and to take hold of it; He 
ſtandeth withour, and cryeth to the hearr to em» 
brace this great {alvarion: and he ftandeth within, 
making the heart cry oat, Conrent, I will embrace 
the great ſalvation, He 1s indeed the perſon thar 
commendeth and doth poinr forth this great fal- 


vation unto us, he is the noble Miniſter of it 3 it 


began firſt to be preached by him, 
Now is there any of you that have fallen in 


love with the greac ſalvation, rhat ye' may try 
your ſelves? I ſhall give you ſome evidences of che 


thy 
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thy eſtymation of the great: ſalvation ,increaſed, 
be what it was in the morning when thou cameſt 
hither? 15 thy eſtimarion of che great goſpel ſalva- 
rion a foot higher then ic was in rhe morning ? I 
ſay unto thee, thou art not far from the-greart ſal- 
yation , come away. 2, Is thy defire after the 
-great ſalvation increaſed, be. what it wasin the 
morning ? Hath rhou ſtronger defires after the 
great ſalvation then before hou. c2meſt hither, 
that -15 an evidence thou arr nor free from ir. 3. 
Is thy thoughts of thy neceſſity of the grear ſalvation 
greater than they were ? Thinkeſt thou {nar chou 
haſt more need of the great ſalvation rhan ever 
thou choughreſt before ? And ts thy opinion and 
thoughts of ſaving thy felf, leſs than they were he- 
fore rhou cameſt hither?Art thou forced to cry out, 
None but Chriſt can ſave me; I ſav thou art not 
far from the great ſalvation ;/ wilr thou come away ! 
O that you would once ſeal this Concluſion with 
much heart-perſwaſion, I am unqone without Chriſt, 
IT am undone without Chrift, who 1s the Author of 
this great ſalvation : Are there any of you that 
are ſenſible that you are in the ferters of ſin, and in 
the bonds of iniquity ? Are you brought to the con-: 
viction of chis, that. you are yt in the gall of bit- 
terneſ6? I ſay if thou be: brought to this lengrh, to 
be ſenſible of rhy bonds, and arc crying our, O Re- 
deemer haften and eome.,away ; 1 fay, if thou be 
ſenſible, of thy bonds and impryſonment, and cry- 
ing out, O theu that wait aminted from eternity to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
| prifon to them that are bound; *O hnaltzn and come 
away and_redeem me, even poor m2? ; ſinking, fin- 
ning, periſhing, ſelf dexroying me ;5 thou art nor 
far from the -great ſalvation. 4. Arc thou a perſon 
who heginneth ro weep 'becauſe rhou haft _ ſo 
| ong 
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long a ftranger toChriſt, andthe great ſalvation ? 
Old men that are here, How long have you been 
firangers ro the great ſalvarion, and ro the Author 
of 1t ?* Now will you ſhed one tear for your 
eſtrangement ? and cry out, Woe 15 me that 
Chriſt and I have been ſo long a ſunder? I ſay, if 
thou haft come that length, thou artnor far from 
the great ſalyationz Come away: O pitty your 
ſelves, make haſte, make haſte, and come away. - 

But now in the third-place, let me give you 
ſome evidences by which you may know more 
clearly whicher or no you have embraced this 
great ſalyation, that you may know your ſelves, 
and rhar yow walk not down to your grave wkht a 
lye in your right hand. ' b. IP 
» The firſt evidence of a perſon that hath em- _ 
braced the great ſalvation, 1s, that he will have 
an high eſteem of the Saviour and Author of the 
great ſalvation : Haſt thou a matchle6 eſteem of 
matchleſs Chrift the Saviour of the world ? that is 
a ſpeaking evidence unto thee, rhou art a partaker 


_ of the great ſalvation ; Arr thou come to this 


length, that thou cryeſt out, None but Chriſt, none 
but Chri / It is a ſpeaking evidence, that thou 
art: come to be a partaker of the great ſalvaricn, 
when thou canſt cry out that word, Exod. 15. 2. 
The Lord is my Strength and my ſong, he ale 3s be- 
come my ſalvation + if Chriſt hath become thy ſalva- 
tion, then iris like he hath become thy fong., TI 
would aſk this of you, Werz you ever brought 
this lengrh, that you durſt vor adventure ropraiſe 
Chriſt alone, but was forced to call in all rhe-- 
creatures, and ſay, O magnific the Lord with me ;,' 
O that js an evidence that you have embraced his 
falyation, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Thoſe who have embraced the great 
falvation, will ftudy to maintain and keep their 
grips of it 3 they would ſtudy ro hold faſt fo pre- 
cious a Jewel ;z this is preſt, Gal. ;. r. Stand foft 
in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free ; 
yea, they will ſtudyto walk ſuitably ro this noble 
mercy, at leaſt, they will ſtrive and endeavour to 
do it, as 1s alſo preſt in that ſame yerſe. I ſay, if 
thou haſt been made a partaker of the Goſpelof 
falvation, thou wilt ſtrive co keep thy ſelf from 
the power of thoſe things thar once triumphed 
over thee, 

Thirdly, A perſon that is a partaker of the 
great ſalvation, will have a high eſteem of this 
mercy. and (alvation ; fo Paul when he ſpcaketh 
of ir here, he cannor bur pat ſome note of excel. 
Jency to ir, calling 1r the great ſalvation 5 T here« 
fore I ſay, if thou haſt embraced che great falvati- 
on, thou wilc haveſo high eſteem of jt, chat nor ro 
be ſo ſubjeRed ro it as thou ſhould(t, or ro be 1n 
ſubjeQion to the power of thy laſt jn any meaſure, 
will be thy burden and affliction ; the man will 
ne. ſorry when he is broughr forth from rhe houſe 
of his bondage unto the red Sea; he will be ſorry, 
that when he ſhould have ſongs of triumph over 
his Idolspuc in his mouth, that they ſhould ſing 

ſongs of triumph over him. 

Fourthly, A perion that-hath- embraced the 
orcat falvation; he will be longing ſometimes for 
the -day when this ſalvation. fhill be compylear, 
when he ſhall fing char ſong. with that numerous 
multitude which cannot be numbered, Revel. 7. 9g. 
O whar a day ſhallic þe, when thoa ſhalt begin fo 
ſing thar ſong ! after. this (ſaich he) I beheld, ahd 
to a great multitude of all people which n» may coufd 
number, of ell people, nations and languages, ſnd 


f 
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fore the Throne, and before the Lam), chathed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands, and they cry- 
ed; and how cryed they 2 They cryed with a loud 
voice, They would not murter._ the ſong, nor ſign 
filently ; bur .cryed with a loud woice - And what 
did they cry? they cryed with a loud voice, Safua- 
tion unto our God who fſureth up the Throne, and to 
the Lamb, ' 1 would only aſk of you that are par- 
rakers of the great ſalvation, what ſongs ſhall be 
pur into thy mouth when the waters of Fordan 
thall divide themſelves, that the ranſemed of the - 
Lord muſt paſs thirow ! when. thou ſhalt fing thar 
ng Pſal. 115. 1. Not wnto 4s, not unto ws, but aunty 
thee belongs the glory of our ſalvation, O what a day. 
ſhall thar be, when that excellent ſpng ſhall be pur 
ints thy mouth ! yea, whar a day ſhall it be when 
thou ſhalt be cloathed with thoſe excellent gar- 
ments that are made mention of, 7/2.5- 10. for he 
hath cloathed thee with the garments of Salvation; 
and he hath covered thee with the robe of rzghte= 
ouſneſs, O what robes are theſe ? D1d jou ever ſee 
fuch exceilent robes as theſe muſt be ? I think we 
will miſken our ſelves ; O do you not think we 
will miſken our ſelves, when we ſhall put on thoſe 
excellent robes ! Now therefore is the bargain 
cloſed, or willye go away before ye take this great 
ſalvation? Dare ye go out at theſe doors and negleft 
the grear ſalvation ? I would: aſk rhis of you, 
think ye it will not be moſt ſad; thar Chriſt ſhoald 
tell this in Heavenof you to night,.I was preached 
to a pack ſtones, thar none of them would love 
me! Will ye not be feared that this feport ſhall 
be carrycd back to Heaven of you ! for what re- 
port can Chrift carry back bur this ? Now is the 
cord of this great ſalvation let down unto you, 15 
there none of you thar will rake a gripe of iti will 


ye flghrer after ir? will ye make this a rejoycing 


day 


OH s-4 
p GET Ts > 
Re ade 


Ar ary et en 
"0 $:th © 


ne nn nod 


raya Dl er it 
F *—” 45 Picche 


- IRS 
= <. Lok 


2 ane Af RFID es 
3 Ser 
A. + 


344 Et rob om rr rr EE oo bw EOS = nn ner OE AIG Ac too 0 nn Et un i ore ents Ee A IIS <p III ot 
» WW © STE "pe DSS" bo OG EI. I TEES. FYRO 
= x dw Fouad & &* © .# Fx «$5 ” _ ” oo—_— * 
% = \ . 
- 


46 ' A Sermon concerning 
dayin heaven, that is a faſting day unto you? and 
the way to make it fo, 1s, to embrace the great 
falvation, Now what ſay ye' to it, old men ? let 
me ſpeak to y24, and aſk year thoughts of the greae 
ſalvation; Gray Hairs ſhou'd be a crown of glory 
if it be found in the way of righteouſneſs ; old men, 
ſpeak your minds, that young men may nor have 
your bad ex rnple:Whar ſay ye of this ſalvarion? Ts it 
;not a molt glorious ſalvacton? 1s it not a moſt excel- 
lent ſalvation chat is in your offer? Þ intrear you ſpeak 
your minds,cellChrift ye are content to take the grear 
{aivation ; otherwiſ:, whoever he be that will nor 
partake of this goſpel ſaivarion, I in the name and 
authority of Ciiriit our Miter, denounce eternal 
and irrevocable war againft him 3 pur on your 
harn={;, ye ſhall not poaft when ye pur it off again; 
the wracn and fury of Gol ſhall come upon you to 
the uttermoſt if ye embrace nor this great ſalvari- 
on: Other wars are bur for a times; rhe greateſt 
Captains chat ever the earth did carry,are now laid 
down in the ſides of the Pit, and their ſwords broken 
ander their. head, - Armies of ten hundred thouſand, 
a hundred years time have laid them' all in their 
graves, 2nd ended all heir conteſts ; but there 1s 
no diſcharge of this war that ſhall be concluded 
becwixe Chriſt and you; ir ſhall become an eter- 
nal and mboft terrible war, which ſh4ll be bur be - 
ginning when time is ended. Now peace or war, 
which 'of them will ys chooſe? Dare ye ſend a 
charge ro Chriit, and fay ye will defie him ? Fam 
afraid there will be two things that ray of is ſhall 
report to day, Firſt, I am afraid there will be 
many that will give Pharaohs report tothe offer of 
che great ſalvation; end ſay, ho is th Lord, that 
Tſhould obey him ?/ T tell you who he is, He 1s glcrr- 
849 in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders. © 
; | Cim- 
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 embrac?2 him before he go hence, and pive not 


Pharaohs report, left ye be drowned 1n the Sea of 
his wrath, whence there ſhall be no recovery. Se 
condly, | fear there will be many here to day, thar 
willgive Demas report. to this precious offer : I 
will go and forſake Chriſt, and embrace this.pre- 
ſent world: O bad exchange ! Curſed be he that 
ſhall make it ! Will ye be of Demas humour. 1 
fear there hath been many of that humour of a 
ng time ; but I entreat you once be wiſe before 
yedie, I confeſs that proverb, ®ld- fools, are 
twice fools; I thinkold men that will not 'em- 
brace the great ſalvation, I think ye are triple 
fools, What wait ye for # 1s there any thing can 
afford you any ſatisfaRtion -but this grear falvation ? 
Now are ye convinced ofd men, that Chrift is 
waiting for yovr anſwer, I intreat 304 before ye. 
go hence, ſpeak your minds what ye think of the 


' great ſalvation: is it not a lovely falvation 2 1s 


it not /ovely now ? Whir ſay ze toir? I am to 
go away, and the offer 1s t6 betaken up at this 
time, an1 1t 1s hard to ſay, if ever ye ſhallhave 
an offer again. I would only ſay this to you, and 
be ſure of jt 5 though ſhould never be a partak- 
erof this great ſalvation, yet I ſhal! be a witneſs 
againſt you that are not partakersof it, 1 tell and 
declare unto you, L ſhall be a witneſs againft 
you, if yeembrace nc: the great falvatio:; Now 
old men, are ye perſwaded to embrace it? ler me 
obreſt you by the L-autz of Ckiift, come and par- 
rake of the great (Hvation, 52 tliat are travel- 
ling upon the vorders of <eryity; Now if ye will 
giye no more, give tis, will ve go home and 


. think uponit? I ſhi] not b< vncharicable, nor 


enter to judge your thouvhrs, I fear there ſhall be 
many declared and found gutiry amonſt us, that we 
have declared unto heaven we will uot cmbracethe 


gear 


' youſay ye are coarent rope: Hey | 
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great ſalvation,but have rrodenfhe blood of the Sci 
of GoJunder foot. Now I entrear youevery one of you, 
aſk of your ſelves if ye be the perſons thar- will pre- 
Jume ipyour hearts to do fo. Now I ſhall leave ir with 
you, ler 1© not be a witneſs againſt yo: I ſhall leave 
it with this ;3'O come away,old men, young meti, old 
women,and maids; come and-embrace this precious 
goſpel ſalvarion.Ye may ſay, ye bid us come bur we 
carinor come : I defire no mbre of you, bur to come 
with this; Lofd i ain contentyto come, bur I cannor 
come; Gome once to that : foi {force ye 52 content 
to receive it,it-witt nor he Jompg-before ye be able ro 
receive it;,Now ſhall Chrift>>p art,and willnone of 
ARWHI ye charge your 


33a T conrent to take 
Chrſt and the -grear ſflpator?” @bleſt.bleft,hleſt bc 
he thar is the authoF? "of this * great ſatuatian , 
and- bleft be he that gets any of rhe ends of 


" the cord of the great ſaivation , that we 


fink not under the wrath and fury of the Lord ! 


Come and embrace this | great ſalvation ; 


and again IF ſay.come and embrace it; for what can 
ye have if ye wantitzand what can ye want if ye have 
It; I ſhall Jay no more, but cloſe with that word, 

Iſe.6 2,verſ.21.Behold,the Lord hath proclaimed to the 
ends of the World,to thrſe that are far off: Whar lrath 


he proclaimed, Say ze tarhe Daughter of Sion, Behold 


thy ſalvation cometh. behold it cometh". I ſay to you that 
are the ends ofthe World, Salvarion is broughr wear 
unto you,Stout- Flearted and far from Righteouſneſs, 
the great ſalvation is brought near unto 527,and will 
ye ſend it away! Oh conſider what ye are doing, And 
to himthar can pzrſwade you ro embrace the great 
ſalvation, we defireto give praiſe. 


FINIS. 


